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Get a guide to the 
local arts scene with  
St. Louis Magazine’s 

A R T S  + 
C U LT U R E

N E W S L E T T E R

The Arts+Culture newsletter highlights the 
worlds of visual arts, theater, music, literature, 
and more. Subscribe to receive our latest local 

arts coverage in your inbox every week.

V I S I T  ST L M A G . C O M / N E WS L E T T E R S 
O R  S C A N  T H E  Q R  C O D E  TO  S U B S C R I B E .





Listen on 90.7 
KWMU FM 

Saturday nights 
at 7:30 p.m.

Listen on 90.7 
KWMU FM 
Friday or 
Sunday nights 
at 8 p.m.

BROADCASTS
on St. Louis Public Radio

�e Next Set
Live From Jazz St. Louis

A new radio show, from Jazz St. Louis and 
St. Louis Public Radio brings some cool to your weekends 

with the improvisational art of live jazz music. 



A. Dennis Sparger,
Music Director & Conductor

A. Dennis Sparger, Music Director and Conductor, was critically acclaimed as “a conductor 
equipped with insight as well as craftsmanship” already in his second season. In the past four 
decades, he has received even more praise for his musical leadership with The Bach Society 
Chorus and Orchestra. To date, he has conducted them in more than 200 performances of major 
works by Bach and other composers. 

Under his leadership, The Bach Society was presented with the Excellence in the Arts award by 
the Arts & Education Council of Greater St. Louis, the first chorus to be so honored. Dr. Sparger’s 
leadership was also a driving force in the Christmas Candlelight Concerts being hailed by BBC 
Music magazine as “one of the top 20 live Christmas events in North America.” 

In 1989, he introduced a Young Artists scholarship program for singers under 30 to cultivate 
future soloists. To date, over 70 young singers have been assisted by this program. He also 
established a professional core of paid Principal Singers, providing employment opportunities 
for singers with additional vocal training. 

He was awarded a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in choral conducting by the University of 
Illinois and earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Eastern Illinois University, where he 
was named one of the 50 Outstanding Graduate Alumni of the Graduate School. In 2013, in 
recognition of his work with The Bach Society, he was presented with the Lifetime Achievement 
award by the University of Missouri-St. Louis. Dr. Sparger has also received awards from St. Louis 
Cathedral Concerts, the St. Louis chapter of the American Guild of Organists and the Illinois 
chapter of the American Choral Directors Association.

Dr. Sparger is a member of the American Bach Society, American Choral Directors Association, 
Chorus America, the National Society of Arts & Letters, and is a past board member of Artist 
Presentation Society.



Stephen Eros is a conductor, organist, pianist, and teacher 
who has built a career in the St. Louis area encompassing the 
traditions of Western classical, American musical theatre, and 

jazz music. Stephen completed a Master of Arts in Choral Conducting and Bachelor of Music 
in Organ Performance at Webster University. In addition to his primary studies with William 
Partridge and Trent Patterson, he studied voice with Robert Ayllón, jazz piano with Carolbeth True, 
and collaborative piano with Joe Neske. 

Stephen has been the Assistant Conductor of The Bach Society of Saint Louis since 2013, and he has 
worked in the field of sacred music for nearly two decades. He is the Director of Liturgy and Music 
at St. Clare of Assisi Catholic Church in O’Fallon, IL. There, he is responsible for the formation and 
training of over 400 volunteers, and he leads nearly 100 volunteer singers in the parish choir and 
two children’s choirs in a robust, diverse repertoire. On the diocesan level, he has served as organist 
and choirmaster for pontifical liturgies at the Cathedral of St. Peter in Belleville and regularly assists 
the Chancery and Office of Worship with liturgies throughout the diocese. 

As a collaborative pianist, he has worked with some of the finest companies in St. Louis, 
including The Muny, The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis and Union Avenue Opera, and serves on 
the collaborative piano faculty at Webster University. 

Stephen is a lifelong resident of Belleville, IL. He resides with his wife and children in his 
grandparents’ former home, next door to his favorite neighbors, his parents.

Stephen Eros, 
Assistant Conductor

Gail Hintz, Pianist

Gail Hintz holds a Bachelor of Music degree in piano 
performance from Webster College, a Master of Music 
degree in vocal accompaniment and coaching from the 
University of Illinois, and spent a year in Paris studying piano 

at The Ecole Normale de Musique. She worked as a vocal coach/accompanist in New York City 
for several years, coaching singers, accompanying in voice teachers’ studios and serving as 
music director/pianist for various regional opera and musical theatre companies and tours. 
Gail co-founded the Ozark Actors Theatre in her hometown of Rolla, MO, in 1987, and moved 
back to St. Louis in 1989. She coaches singers privately, accompanies recitals and auditions, 
manages and accompanies rehearsals for the St. Louis Symphony Chorus, and enjoys 
freelance work with Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, St. Joseph Academy and other schools and 
arts organizations in St. Louis. Gail is honored to serve as interim accompanist for The Bach 
Society of Saint Louis this season.
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 We would like to thank 
our generous sponsors:

Concert Guidelines
Before you silence your cell phones and other electronic devices, 

be sure to check and follow us on social media.

Photography and video recording during the performance is prohibited.

Our concerts are professionally recorded, please do your best to minimize excess noise. You will know 
it’s time to applaud when the conductor lowers their arms after the final chord of a piece. This may not 

happen after every piece. Some songs are grouped together to create an emotional experience.

Thank you and enjoy the concert.

Facebook & Instagram
@bachsocietystl

YouTube
@bachsociety



The Bach Society Chorus and Orchestra
A. Dennis Sparger, Music Director and Conductor

CHRISTMAS
CANDLELIGHT CONCERT

presenting sponsor
Benjamin F. Edwards & Co.

supporting sponsors
CBIZ

Welsch Heating and Cooling
Rev. Richard and Gaylene LaBore

Guest Artist

8:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 23, 2025

Powell Hall

Emily Birsan

Hailed as a “Top 20 LIVE Christmas Event in North America”
BBC MUSIC Magazine 



PROGRAM

Welcome                                                                                          Melissa Payton, Executive Director
                                                                                                     

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                      		  Taylor Scott Davis
 

Magnificat                                                                                                 	 Sir John Rutter
Please hold applause until the conclusion.

Emily Birsan, Soprano
 

1.     Magnificat anima mea Dominum
                  My soul magnifies the Lord:
             	 and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour.
             	 For He has regarded the low estate of His handmaiden:
             	 for behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.

2.     Of a Rose, a lovely Rose, of a Rose is all my song.
           	 Hearken to me, both old and young,
               	 How this Rose began to spring;
               	 A fairer rose to mine liking
               	 In all this world ne know I none.
 
               	 Five branches of that rose there been,
               	 The which be both fair and sheen;
               	 The rose is called Mary, heaven’s queen.
               	 Out of her bosom a blossom sprang.
 
               	 The first branch was of great honour:
               	 That blest Marie should bear the flow’r;
               	 There came an angel from heaven’s tower
               	 To break the devil’s bond.
 
               	 The second branch was great of might,
               	 That sprang upon Christmas night;
               	 The star shone over Bethlem bright,
               	 That man should see it both day and night.
 
               	 The third branch did spring and spread;
               	 Three kinges then the branch gan led
               	 Unto Our Lady in her child-bed;
               	 Into Bethlem that branch sprang right.
 
               	 The fourth branch it sprang to hell,
               	 The devil’s power for to fell:
               	 That no soul therein should dwell,
               	 The branch so blessedfully sprang.



                  The fifth branch it was so sweet,
               	 It sprang to heav’n, both crop and root,
               	 Therein to dwell and be our *bote:
               	 So blessedly it sprang.
                                                        *bote=salvation
 
           	 Pray we to her with great honour,
               	 She that bare the blessed flow’r,
               	 To be our help and our succour,
               	 And shield us from the fiendes bond.
                                         	    15th-century English

3.     Quia fecit mihi magna qui potens est
           	 For He who is mighty has done great things to me:
                      and holy is His Name.
               	 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
               	 Heaven and earth are filled with Thy glory. Hosanna in the highest.
 
4.     Et misericordia eius
                  And His mercy is on them who fear Him from generation to generation.

5.     Fecit potentiam in brachio suo
           	 He has shown strength with His arm:
               	 He has scattered the proud, even the arrogant of heart. 
               	 He has deposed the mighty from their seats,
                       and exalted the humble.

6.     Esurientes implevit bonis 
          	 The hungry He has filled with good things:
                       and the rich He has sent empty away. 
               	 He has helped His servant Israel.
                       in remembrance of His mercy.                                                                                                   
               	 As it was spoken to our fathers, to Abraham and his seed for ever.

7.     Gloria Patri
           	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
                       O holy Mary, help, we pay, all in need: 
	      strengthen those whose spirit fails, 
	      comfort those whom grief assails; 
	      pray for thy people here, for thy Holy Church so dear; 
	      intercede for all thy servants, Mother of all women:
	      grant us all the favour of thy gracious help; 
                       succour us, comfort us, we humbly implore thee. 
	      Alleluia.*
                  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
			      Translation by Ron Jeffers
                         		    *Antiphon at Feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary



INTERMISSION
 

Silence to Joy, Candlelight Procession      	         	 A. Dennis Sparger & Ron Klemm
                  Let all mortal flesh keep silence
              	 O little town of Bethlehem
              	 It came upon a midnight clear
              	 Break forth, O beauteous heav’nly light (harm. J.S. Bach)
              	 Angels from the Realms of Glory
 
The Three Kings                                                                                  		  Healey Willan
              	 ‘Who knocks tonight so late?’ The weary porter said.
                  Three Kings stood at the gate, Each with a crown on head.
                  The serving man bowed down; The inn was full, he knew.
                  Said he, ‘In all this town is no fit place for you!’
                  A light the manger lit: There lay the Mother meek.
                  Said they, ‘This place is fit: Here is the rest we seek!
                  They loosed their latchet strings, So stood they all unshod.
                  Come in, come in, ye Kings! And kiss the Feet of God.
                                                     Laurence Housman
 
AUDIENCE CAROL 				    Ron Klemm, Bach Talk Producer
The audience is invited to stand and join in singing.

O Come, All Ye Faithful                	  			   arr. Sir David Willcocks
                 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
        	 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem,
        	 Come and behold him born the King of Angels;
              	 O come, let us adore Him,
              	 O come, let us adore Him,
              	 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
 
        	 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation.
        	 Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
        	 Glory to God in the highest:
              	 O come, let us adore Him, . . .
 
        	 Yea, Lord we greet Thee, born this happy morning,
        	 Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n;
        	 Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
              	 O come, let us adore Him, . . .
 

Stephen Eros, Assistant Conductor

Away in a Manger                                                                               		  Mack Wilberg
           	
Joy to the World                                                                           	          	 Taylor Scott Davis
 



Laudamus Te, from Missa in C minor, K. 427   	 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Emily Birsan, Soprano

           	 We praise Thee. We bless Thee.
           	 We worship Thee. We glorify Thee.
 
Angels We Have Heard on High                                                    		  Barlow Bradford
 
AUDIENCE CAROL
The audience is invited to stand and join in singing.

Hark, the Herald Angels Sing                   	  		  arr. Sir David Willcocks
                 Hark, the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King;
        	 Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled:
        	 Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies,
        	 With th’ angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
        	       Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King.
 
        	 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
        	 Late in time behold Him come off-spring of a virgin’s womb:
        	 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’incarnate Deity!
        	 Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
              	      Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King.           	
        	
                  Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Son of Righteousness!
        	 Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings;
        	 Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die,
        	 Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.
             	      Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King.

A Musicological Journey through the 12 Days of Christmas        	 Craig Courtney
1.     A Partridge from 6th-century Rome
2.     Two Turtle Doves from 15th-century France
3.     Three French Hens from 16th-century Italy
4.     Four Calling Birds from 17th-century Italy
5.     Five Gold Rings from 18th-century Germany
6.     Six Geese a-Laying from 18th-century Austria
7.     Seven Swans a-Swimming from 19th-century France
8.     Eight Maids a-Milking from 19th-century Germany
9.     Nine Ladies Dancing from 19th-century Austria
10.   Ten Lords a-Leaping from 19th-century Italy
11.   Eleven Pipers Piping from 19th-century Russia
12.   Twelve Drummers Drumming from 19th-century USA

 
 
May the peace and joy of Christmas be with you this day and throughout the New Year.



Sir John Rutter, born in Cambridge, England, in 1945, is the son of an organic chemist and 
an aspiring actress. While he spent much of his youth as a solitary child, an old upright piano 
left in the family’s apartment by a previous tenant provided him the opportunity to immerse 
himself in music for hours at a time. Lacking the formal training of scales and arpeggios, 
Rutter improvised melodies he found pleasing, forming the basis of a style that would later 
serve him well. In fact, it is his infectious melodies, along with colorful harmonies and brilliant 
orchestrations, that have made Rutter a favorite in churches, schools and concert halls around 
the world.

Rutter’s musical education began as a chorister at Highgate School. During those years, 
he attended an evensong in King’s Chapel that he recalled “made a deep impression.” He 
continued his training at Clare College, where he composed one of his most successful 
carols, “The Shepherd’s Pipe Carol,” at the age of eighteen. At Clare, Rutter studied harmony 
and counterpoint under Sir David Willcocks, who recognized his gift, and arranged for his 
carols to be published by Oxford University Press. Soon, his fresh and colorful settings of 
both traditional and newly composed carols began to captivate English audiences and 
singers alike. It is by no accident that Rutter has devoted so much of his talent to the music of 
Christmas:
                  “For me, first and foremost, Christmas is happy memories of the way it was celebrated     
                  when I was a kid . . . With music, your Christmas can always be perfect.”

In 1975, Rutter was appointed Director of Music at Clare College and began recording his 
music with the Clare College Choir. Following the overwhelming popularity of his Gloria, he 
left this position in 1979 to fulfill the increasing number of commissions. But within a few 
years, he realized that he missed leading a chorus, so he formed the Cambridge Singers, a 
group now widely known for its performances of Rutter’s music. In 1983, he formed his own 
label, Collegium, to produce recordings by the Cambridge Singers and other fine choirs. An 
astute businessman as well as a prolific composer, Rutter sells between 50,000 and 100,000 
CDs worldwide each year. 

While widely known for his multitude of carols and anthems, Rutter has also written larger 
works for chorus, including Gloria (1974), Requiem (1985), Magnificat (1990), Psalmfest 
(1993) and Mass of the Children (2003).  Orchestral and instrumental works include a piano 
concerto, two children’s operas, music for television, and organ music. He was honored in 
2024 with a knighthood in service to music.

PROGRAM NOTES



The Magnificat, composed in 1990, is based on the Gospel of St. Luke, I: 46-55, which tells of 
Mary’s joy on learning that she was chosen to give birth to Jesus. The first movement, “My soul 
magnifies the Lord: and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,” sparkles with the excitement of 
receiving this news, with all the innocence of youth. 

The composer then inserts a 15th-century poem that reflects on the five branches of the rose: 
Mary, the Star, the Three Kings, the destruction of the devil’s power, and our bote, or salvation. 
The music alternates between a haunting refrain and verses reminiscent of chant. The third 
movement returns to the Magnificat text, utilizing the powerful brass and percussion to 
underscore “the might” of God. This is then contrasted and balanced by a delicate praise of 
God’s holy name.

The fourth movement features a beautiful melody for soprano solo to express the mercy of 
God. The expression is so personal that, with a different text, this easily could have been an 
intimate love song. The next movement begins with low voices and dark colors to emphasize 
the proud and mighty whom God will cast down from their seats of power. What follows are 
brighter colors and transparent textures to accompany the exaltation of the humble and meek. 

Movement 6 is a musical complement to 4, again featuring a soprano solo singing a melody 
of introspection, but this one to reflect on filling the hungry with God’s nourishment and 
blessings. Finally, a fanfare reminiscent of the composer’s Gloria announces the Gloria Patri. 
Then, after an unexpected chant by the soloist as a final prayer to Mary, the music returns to 
the opening pages for “as it was in the beginning”, paying homage to the thrilling Magnificat 
setting by Johann Sebastian Bach.

A. Dennis Sparger © 2025
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Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (MLPF&S) is a registered broker-dealer, registered investment 
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Now more than ever, personalized advice matters

Dan Denner, CFP®, CEPA®
First Vice President
Resident Director

636.537.4538  
Daniel.Denner@ml.com
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Con Spirito
CONCERT SERIES

100 East Adams Avenue • Kirkwood, MO 63122
314-965-0326

conspirito.kirkwoodpres.org

St.Louis Chamber Soloists
      October 5 @ 3:00

Gateway Ringers
       October 26 @ 3:00

Louis Wimmer, soprano
      November 16 @ 3:00

Christmas Concert
       December 14 @ 4:00

IMI Chamber Players
      February 15 @ 3:00

W. Mark Akin, guitar
      March 22 @ 3:00

Eric Plutz, organ
      May 4 @ 7:00
      Annual Organ Dedication Concert

&2025       2026
S E A S O N

Check our website
conspirito.kirkwoodpres.org

for other musical offerings
throughout the year

www.ecspublishing.com

www.morningstarmusic.com

1727 Larkin Williams Road

Fenton, Missouri 63026

ECS Publishing Group 

is pleased  

to support 

The Bach Society

of Saint Louis.





122 W. Lockwood Ave., 2nd Floor • Webster Groves
314-968-2699 • www.timesnewspapers.com

Serving Up Community News 
For Over 45 Years!

Webster-Kirkwood Times • South County Times • West End Word  |  314.968.2699  |  comment on all our news at www.timesnewspapers.com

September 25, 2020  |  Vol. 43, No. 1  |  Locally owned and operated since 1978 
TWO SECTIONSBACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

Hello there ladies and gentlemen. Are you ready to read? I hope so! It’s been quite a while since readers have had  a chance to sit down, relax and hold a printed version of the Webster-Kirkwood Times in their hands. I hope you enjoy it.
I’d like to take a minute to introduce myself as the new publisher. I grew up in Sappington, attended Lindbergh Schools and graduated from Lindbergh High School in 1988.

I met my wife, Shannon, at Southwest Missouri State University, now Missouri State. She is a preschool teacher in Webster Groves. I have two sons: Josh, a senior at Webster Groves High School; and Casey, an eighth grader at Hixson Middle School.  The time between the last printed issue  on March 27, and this newspaper, dated Sept. 25, feels like an eternity. I can honestly 

Webster-Kirkwood Times returns under employee ownership No, it’s not the iconic 
shot of the Beatles 

crossing Abbey Road,  
but rather the three 

employees of the new 
ownership group 

photographed on West 
Lockwood Avenue 

in Old Webster, just 
outside the offices of 

the Webster-Kirkwood 
Times. New owners 

are, from left: 
Webster-Kirkwood 

Times employees 
Kent Tentschert, 

Jaime Mowers and
Randy Drilingas. 

| photo by 
Ursula Ruhl

by Times Staff
The Webster-Kirkwood Times is back in print following an outpouring of support from residents and businesses in the community.In an industry that has struggled to compete against the vast amount of free content available online, the Times is proof that people still value local news and want to have a printed newspaper in their hands. “The community spoke and we listened,” said Times Editor-in-Chief Jaime Mowers, who is part of the employee ownership group that recently purchased the paper.Mowers, along with employees Randy Drilingas and Kent Tentschert, were compelled to bring the paper back in print after 

the Times received overwhelming support from readers after print publications were suspended in March due to the pandemic. Although staff continued to cover news and events through its online platforms, there were repeated requests to see the newspaper in print again.
Drilingas, who has worked at the Times for more than two decades and is assuming the role of publisher, said that proves how much residents of Webster Groves, Kirkwood and the surrounding communities still want the newspaper delivered to their doors.“The donations from readers kept coming in with all the 

1. Hello There
A word from publisher Randy Drilingas

Webster-Kirkwood 
Times Publisher 
Randy Drilingas

“The Community 
Spoke & We Listened”

«continued on page 8A «continued on page 10A

Giving ThanksWe ask readers to take special note of the advertisers as they flip throughout these pages. They aren’t just selling items or announcing events — they are supporting the community by providing the revenue needed to make this newspaper possible. Without strong businesses, communities fail. They need local support as much as we do. Together, we all play a role in making our communities vibrant and successful.

Steve Erken, CFP®
 

Principal  

ARE YOU ASKING THE RIGHT QUESTIONS?  DO CLIENTS PERCEIVE A DIFFERENCE IN FINANCIAL ADVISORS? NEW RULES FOR RETIREMENT ADVICE: WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU?  

 
 

  
20 Allen Ave., Suite 330 | Webster Groves 314.961.1850 | www.maxeleadvisors.com 

DO YOUR INVESTMENTS REFLECT YOUR VALUES?

Steve Erken, CFP®
Principalsteve@maxeleadvisors.com

20 Allen Ave., Suite 330 | Webster Groves | 314.961.1850 | www.maxeleadvisors.com

NO FEE FOR INITIAL CONSULTATION OR SECOND OPINIONFEE-ONLY/FIDUCIARY ADVISOR

Customized Planning
Customized Investing

Customized FeesFor more information go to www.maxeleadvisors.com
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Home Comfort For Generations of
Saint Louis Bach Society Supporters

Home Comfort For Generations of
Saint Louis Bach Society Supporters

Welsch Heating and Cooling is proud to 
support The Bach Society of Saint Louis.

Still Family-Owned and Locally-Owned
Always Answering Phones with a Live Person



Emily Birsan is an American lyric soprano known  for her radiant tone, nuanced artistry, and 
wide-ranging repertoire. Trained at the University of Wisconsin–Madison (MM) and Lawrence 
Conservatory (BM), Birsan has appeared with major opera companies including Lyric Opera 
of Chicago, Boston Lyric Opera, Welsh National Opera, and Madison Opera, and has been 
featured at the Edinburgh International Festival, Carnegie Hall, Ravinia, Grant Park, and with 
orchestras across the U.S. and abroad.  In recent seasons, Emily has sung the roles of Eurydice 
in Gluck’s Orfeo ed Eurydice and Asteria in Handel’s Tamerlano.  

In the 2025–2026 season, Birsan is thrilled to return to The Bach Society of Saint Louis. She 
appeared as Speranza Celeste in Stradella’s Ester with Haymarket Opera Company in Chicago, 
performed as soprano soloist in Brahms’s Ein Deutsches Requiem with Apollo Chorus, Carmina 
Burana with Northwest Symphony Orchestra, and Poulenc’s Gloria with Lacrosse Symphony. In 
addition, Birsan will return to Madison Opera to sing in Scott Gendel’s new opera Everlasting 
Faint this Spring. 

GUEST ARTIST
Emily Birsan soprano



2025-2276 Exp. 9/30/2026  Member SIPC  
benjaminfedwards.com

Benjamin F. Edwards
proudly supports
The Bach Society 
of Saint Louis.
 



SOPRANO I
Samantha Arten 
Pamela Cajka 
Holly Connor
Julia Dinkins
Kay Guebert
Rachel Jones 
Josie Kopff
Ellen Leaf
Karen Lohrman 
Debbie Mann
Gabrielle Pierle 
Rita Schien*

SOPRANO II
Laura Hanson
Jesi Hempstead 
Heather Martin Cooper 
Susan Niederer
Melissa Payton 
Sarah Sheldon
Emma Wittenauer

ALTO I
Mary Kate File
Carin Gado-Recks
Calista Goldwasser* 
Christa Hellert-Musick
Maggie Lowe 
Stephanie McSwain 
Alison Neace 
Molly Stehn
Shephali Wulff 

ALTO II
Kelly N. Beekman* 
Melody Bellora Edmondson
Jamie Lynn Eros
Danielle Feinstein 
Marissa Gibbons
Nancy Greene 
Emily Henriksen
Hana Hiromitsu

TENOR I
Nathan Crowder
Kurtis Heinrich
Will Kinsella
Avi Mazzeo
Robert Miller
Kevin Neace*
Darrell Steinbach
 

TENOR II
Seth Carruthers
Peter Hensel
Jacob Hinton
Scott Meidroth
Duane L. Olson
Zachary Singer
Peter Sykes

BASS I
Dan Denner
Stephen A. Eros
Greg Finch
Warren Fryeton
Adrian Mason
Matt McEuen
Jack McFarling
Dominic Pancella
 
BASS II
Nicholas D. Bashaw
David T. Cox
James Haessig
Kersten Horn
Shawn Neace
Allen Schwamb
Gary Voelker

Pianist: Gail Hintz

The Bach Society of Saint Louis Chorus

Rehearsal space for The Bach Society is generously provided by 
the Episcopal Church of St. Michael & St. George, Clayton.

* indicates 2025-2026 Young Artist Award Recipient



The Bach Society Orchestra

VIOLIN I        
Lenora-Marya Anop, 	
        Concertmaster
Jessica Platt
Adrian Walker
Ann Hirschl
Tova Braitberg
Rochelle Skolnick

VIOLIN II       
Manuela Kaymakanova 
Joseph Kaminsky
Hannah Frey
John Brighton
Deberah Haferkamp
Twinda Murry

VIOLA            
Anna Lackschewitz
Jennifer Goodman
Jonathan Crosmer
Joshua Rockers

CELLO                                          
Kenneth Kulosa
Alvin McCall     
Henry Myers
Stephanie Hunt

BASS             
Anita Hagerman
Timothy Weddle

FLUTE                       
Andrea Kaplan
Catherine Edwards 

PICCOLO
Jennifer Gartley

OBOE                    
Eileen Burke
Mark Pye

ENGLISH HORN
Carrie Smith

CLARINET          
Linda Phipps
Jeanine Garesche

BASSOON            
Donita Bauer
Peg Bumb

FRENCH HORN
Nancy Schick
Christina Schempf Beerman
Tricia Jostlein
Robert Fox

TRUMPET
David Sanderson
Dawn Weber
Jason Harris

TROMBONE
Jonathan Reycraft
Amanda Stewart
Christopher Bassett

TUBA
Matt Kuebler

TIMPANI     
Christopher Treloar

PERCUSSION      
Erin Elstner
Paul Brumleve

HARP                    
Megan Stout

Orchestral musicians are members of the
American Federation of Musicians, Local 2-197.

Orchestra Manager: Jan Parkes



Celebrating 100 
years of high-quality 
music education

• Individual Lessons

• Early Childhood Classes

• Suzuki Strings

• Orchestras & Ensembles

• Chamber Music

• Jazz

• Summer Camps

• Young Composers Competition

Locations in Webster 
Groves and Chesterfield. 
Learn more at  
webster.edu/cms or 
scan QR code.
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Your generosity enables us to bring the music you love 
to new people and places. Every gift helps us inspire 
audiences, support talented artists and keep this music 
alive for generations to come.

Scan the QR code to make a donation to 
The Bach Society of Saint Louis today.

Support the Support the 
Music You LoveMusic You Love



636.458.4343   
chamberchorus.org   
info@chamberchorus.org

October 5, 2025  |  3pm
Science: From Leonardo da Vinci to Albert Einstein

Third Baptist Church 

November 16, 2025  |  3pm
Protest: From Martin Luther to Bob Dylan

Lutheran Church of the Atonement

December 21, 2025  |  3pm
Transformation: The Birth of Jesus Christ

St. Louis Abbey

February 15, 2026  |  3pm
Justice : From Abraham Lincoln to MLK

Salem United Methodist Church

April 19, 2026  |  3pm
Commonwealth: Queen Elizabeth II  

(born April 21, 1926)
Christ Church Cathedral

May 31, 2026  |  3pm
Equality: Half The Sky
The Link Auditorium

Hear the chorus that critics 
called the best a cappella 
choir in the Midwest.

Philip Barnes,  
Artistic Director



Young Artists

Calista Goldwasser, mezzo-soprano, returns to The Bach Society 
of Saint Louis as a Young Artist for a second season. She holds a 
Master of Music from Webster University and a Bachelor of Music 
from DePauw University. Calista regularly sings in the opera chorus 
of Winter Opera St. Louis and Union Avenue Opera. This year, you 
can find her in the chorus of The Sorcerer and Roméo et Juliette 
with Winter Opera. In addition to working with these organizations, 
Calista also founded the Magpie Opera Collective along with her 
operatic colleagues to create more opportunities for early-career 
operatic voices in the St. Louis area. In addition to performing, Calista 

teaches voice lessons with Patterson Performing Arts and is the primary instructor for The Bach 
Society’s own “Finding Your Voice” outreach program. Calista looks forward to strengthening her 
relationship with The Bach Society both as a Young Artist and educator.

Calista Goldwasser mezzo soprano

Kelly N. Beekman, mezzo-soprano, is honored to have been 
chosen by The Bach Society of Saint Louis to represent their Young 
Artist program for her third consecutive season. She is a classically 
trained local artist who specializes in multiple genres. She graduated 
from Webster University with a Bachelor of Arts in Music, focusing 
on training her voice in both operatic and contemporary singing 
styles. While at Webster, she was a recipient of the Christine Brewer 
Annual Scholarship in Vocal Music Performance and she received 
departmental honors for her tireless dedication to her craft and her 
outstanding performances. She has had the privilege to represent 

other local music organizations such as Union Avenue Opera (Eugene Onegin, 2022 and Carmen, 
2024; Chorus) and Winter Opera St. Louis (Manon Lescaut, Naughty Marietta, 2024 and H.M.S. 
Pinafore, Anna Bolena, 2025; Chorus). She is a founding member of Magpie Opera Collective, a 
local arts organization dedicated to providing opportunities and performance experience to early-
career classical vocalists. Outside of the classical realm, Kelly is a backup singer for the local funk-
rock band Eldraco and the Free Nation and she writes and records her own contemporary music.

Kelly N. Beekman mezzo soprano



Rita Schien, soprano, is thrilled to return for another season as a 
Young Artist with The Bach Society of Saint Louis. She earned her 
Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance from the University of 
Missouri–St. Louis, where she studied with Dr. Leslie Allnatt and was 
awarded the Presser Scholarship in 2024. Her performance credits 
include Winter Opera St. Louis (The Magic Flute, The Sorcerer, Un 
Ballo in Maschera), Magpie Opera Collective, Union Avenue Opera, 
the St. Louis Women’s Chorale and The Recruits Chorus. In addition 
to her performing career, she serves as the Enrollment & Production 
Manager for The St. Louis Children’s Choirs. She is thankful for the 

opportunities The Bach Society has provided to further her musical growth.

Rita Schien soprano

Kevin Neace, tenor, is thrilled to return to The Bach Society of 
Saint Louis as a Young Artist. He holds a Bachelor of Music from 
Wheaton College and a Master of Music from the University of 
Memphis. While pursuing his degrees, he performed with numerous 
professional ensembles, including the Rhodes Mastersingers and the 
Mendelssohn Choir of Pittsburgh and served as a cantor for St. John 
Lutheran and St. Louis Catholic churches. Kevin made his professional 
debut in Union Avenue Opera’s Aida and has previously performed in 
the University of Memphis productions of Don Giovanni, The Cousin 
From Nowhere and Trouble In Tahiti, where he received praise for 

his navigation of operatic and jazz vocal stylings as well as his impeccable comedic timing. An 
Alton native and a lifelong Bach Society fan, Kevin presently performs with the Magpie Opera 
Collective and The Cathedral Basilica’s Schola Cantorum and looks forward to growing as a 
musician with The Bach Society.

Young Artist Award Program 
is sponsored in part by

Kevin Neace tenor

Young Artists



Board of Directors
Barry Kirk, Chair
Robert Will, Vice Chair
Matthew Wheeler, Secretary 
Andrew V. Wuellner, Treasurer
Scott MacDonald, 
      Chorus President
Jason Bryles
Janet Chavers
John Michael Clear
William Doub
Megan Flaskamper
Keith Fredlund
Becky Hauk
Doug Kouba
Mark Lawson
Linda Lee
Robert Miller
Mark Pye
Sheila Shahpari
José Silva
Ben Stotler
Anne von der Heydt
Douglas H. Wilton
Shephali Wulff

Advisory Council
Barbara Brinkman
Anne Carman
Jeanene Dugan
Catherine Edwards
David Erwin
Todd Harper
Roisin Hughes
Ron Klemm
Deane H. Looney
Nicole Merlo
Eleanor Mullin
Cynthia Murdoch
Alayne Smith
Harley Smith
Marjorie Smith
Geneen Von Kloha

Staff
Melissa Payton, 
       Executive Director
Danielle Feinstein,
      Assistant Executive Director
Ron Klemm, 
      Bach Talk Podcast Host 
      & Producer
Ellen Leaf,
      Chorus & Auditions 
      Manager
Samantha Arten,
      Chorus Librarian

William B. Heyne,
      Founder

Board of Directors & Staff





Donations listed have been made from November 17, 2024 - November 17, 2025.
Thank you to our generous supporters.

COMPOSER’S CIRCLE 
PLATINUM $10,000 AND 
ABOVE
Boeing Employee Community Fund
Benjamin F. Edwards & Co., Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin F. 
     Edwards IV
Dr. Veronica Hilyard and 
     Mr. Harley Smith
Ann and Jim Lindemann
Lutheran Church Extension Fund
Missouri Arts Council
Regional Arts Commission

COMPOSER’S CIRCLE 
GOLD $5,000 -$9,999
Cass Information Systems
Dr. Ali Ehsani
The Catherine Manley 
     Gaylord Foundation
Paul and Linda Lee
Sanford McDonnell Foundation
Mrs. Alayne Smith
Dr. A. Dennis Sparger
Edmund and Mary Sumner
Bruce and Libby Wilkinson

COMPOSER’S CIRCLE  
SILVER $2,500-$4,999
CBIZ Network Solutions
J. Michael Clear and Marie Bone
Charles and Julie Cobaugh
Jack and Carol Commerford
Dan and Kristi Denner
Dr. and Mrs. William Doub
Dan and Elizabeth Eckles
FS Foundation Inc
Rick and Jenni Gemberling
Mrs. Megan Flaskamper and 
     Mr. R. Butler Miller
Graybar Foundation

Drs. Anita Hagerman and 
      Kit Young
Bill and Becky Hauk
Tom and Suzanne Hough
Rev. Richard and Gaylene LaBore
Mr. Deane Looney
Mr. Richard Robb
Ms. Gretchen Ross
Steve and Sandy Siepman
Mr. and Mrs. Jim and 
     Anne von der Heydt
Leslie Wainwright
Welsch Heating & Cooling

COMPOSER’S CIRCLE 
BRONZE $1,000-$2,499
Ms. Gwen Adams
Bank of America Charitable  
     Foundation
Stephen and Cynthia Bloomer
Ms. Susan Bolen
Ken and Mary Bower
Mr. Darwin Tanguilig and 
     Mr. Richard Burk
Mr. Greg Carl
Ms. Anne Carman
Mr. David Cox
Tyree and Linda Derrick
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Dugan
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Dykewicz
Enterprise Mobility Foundation
Mark and Margaret Eros
Mr. Gregory Finch and 
     Mrs. Barbara Brinkman
Bob and Kathy Fulstone
Mr. and Mrs. David Gifford
Jacob Hinton
Mrs. Roisin Hughes
Ms. Doreen Hund
Ms. Cynthia Johnson
Roger Jungclaus

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Klemm
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Kouba
Lewis Rice LLC
Claire and Scott MacDonald
Mr. Andrew Martin and 
     Mr. Barry Kirk
Mr. David Meyer
Jefferson Miller and 
     Abby Locke Castle
Robert and Jane Miller
Moneta Foundation
William Moran
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Nienhuis
William Sanders
David and Teresa Schulz
Stephen and Janice Seele
Mr. Kenneth Simons
Mrs. Mary Strauss
Matthew and Sara Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Will
Shephali and Alex Wulff

PATRON 
$500 to $999
Lester Anderson
Donita Bauer and Jill Thompson
Howard and Barbara Berner
Stephen and Rebecca Bolen
Ms. Susan Buckley
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Cantrell
Janet and Glenn Chavers
Kevin and Carolyn Farrell
William and Janice Forsyth
Mr. and Mrs. John Greene
Dr. Andrew Greenwood
Robert Haas
Jim and Lisa Hannon
Mr. Kevin Heyne
Rev. and Mrs. Karl Koeppen
Mark and Ginny Lawson
John MacDonald

Contributions



Contributions

Tom Mackowiak
Stephen and Margaret Mager
Janet Moen
Ryan and Melissa Payton
Ted and Jessica Pienkos
Dr. Donald Prahlow
Keith Raibley
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry and Liz Von Rohr
Ms. Sheila Shahpari
Ms. Nanne Simonds
Mrs. Marjorie Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Walsh

ASSOCIATE
$250-$499
Anonymous
Richard Blaha
Brian Blasco
Keith and Priscilla Boheim
Matthew and Lauren Brickler
Kathy Lawton Brown
Dr. Janet Congdon
Rachanna and Eric Creeth
Denise and David Denner
Paul and Cay Doerrer
Tim and Kim Eberlein
Edward Jones
Mr. David Erwin and 
     Mr. Mark Scholtz
David and Stephanie Eshelman
Vicki Fox
Gerry Frankenfeld
Mr. and Mrs. John Hagan
Todd and Mary Beth Harper
David and Kate Hatfield
John and Linda Hensley
Cathy Hooper
Nancy Jernigan
Rachel and Michael Jones
Robert and Kay Kaiser
Nancy Koller

Ken and Nancy Kranzberg
James and Mary Ann Lemonds
Craig and Tami Looney
Nicole McCullough
Timothy and Eleanor Mullin
Douglas and Cindy Murdoch
Nicole Rollo
Edward and Deborah Schwarz
Mr. Gary Stansbery
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Stotler
Ann Stark and Eliot Sherman
John Sparger
Ryan and  Denise Wilson
Jo Wolken
Nell and Steven Wulff

FRIEND
$100-$249
Alice Aeschbacher
Edwin and Katherine Anderson
Nick Bashaw
Carol Bell
Daniel Boehmer
Carmen Dence
Mr. Jon Deuchler
John Duesenberg
Thomas and Justine Dugan
Jonathan and Meredith Ewbank
Carolyn and Kevin Farrell
Mr. Allen Fiddleman
Mary Kate File and Keith Borzillo
Donald and Janice Flaskamper
W. Robert Fuquay
Emily Gillula
David Gornstein and 
     Sharon Cheadle
Mr. Paul Gurt
Kurtis Heinrich and Ethan Massey
Peter Henderson
Peter and Jessika Hensel
Ms. Beverly Heyne

John and Dianna Hummell
Mr. and Mrs. Walt Jones
Robert and Merlinda 
     Kirchgessner
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Klages
Carol Levin
Denise Liebel
Margaret Liggett
Edward and Elsie Long
Ms. Maggie Lowe
Grant and Stephanie McSwain
David Miller
Shawn and Alison Neace
Michael and Susan Niederer
Ben Nordstrom and Mona Vespa
Thomas and Jan Parkes
Michael and Deann Rubin
Paul Ross
Jim and Kim Sabella
Nathan and Ellen Schroeder
Sunny Sholts
Michael Smith
Keith Spoeneman
Ms. Rosalind Stevens
Carol Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas H. Wilton
Karen and Kenneth Winn
Michael and Judy Woodruff
Sharon and Elliot Zucker



Contributions

IN HONOR OF DR. AND MRS. JOSEPH AND 
JEANENE DUGAN
Tom and Justine Dugan

IN HONOR OF DAVID ERWIN 
AND MARK SCHOLTZ
Elizabeth Higginbotham

IN HONOR OF TODD HARPER
Carol Wilson

IN HONOR OF BILL AND BECKY HAUK
Roger Jungclaus

IN HONOR OF RON KLEMM
Mr. Robert and Janice Nienhuis

IN HONOR OF LINDA AND PAUL LEE
W. Robert Fuquay

IN HONOR OF DEANE LOONEY
Walt and Kim Jones

IN HONOR OF GENEVIEVE MACDONALD
Claire and Scott MacDonald

IN HONOR OF JAN PARKES
Drs. Anita Hagerman and Kit Young

IN HONOR OF MELISSA PAYTON
Denise Liebel
Ben Nordstrom and Mona Vespa

IN HONOR OF GRETCHEN ROSS
Paul Ross

IN HONOR OF HARLEY SMITH
Dr. Veronica Hilyard

IN HONOR OF A. DENNIS SPARGER
Vicki Fox 
Gretchen Ross

IN HONOR OF ANNE VON DER HEYDT
Timothy and Kimberly Eberlein

IN HONOR OF DOUG AND JEANNE WILTON
Elizabeth Higginbotham

IN HONOR OF

Donations listed have been made from November 17, 2024 -  November 17, 2025 
Thank you to our generous supporters.



IN MEMORY OF JERRY BOLEN
Susan Bolen

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT DUESENBERG
Lynn Morrissey and Mike Hentrich
Melissa and Ryan Payton

IN MEMORY OF KAY EHSANI
Dr. Ali Ehsani

IN MEMORY OF SANDRA GEARY
Gwen Adams
Stephen and Cynthia Bloomer
Christy and Roy Clemens
William and Jane Doub
Joseph and Jeanene Dugan
Mark and Lenora Dykewicz
Mark and Margaret Eros
David Erwin and Mark Scholtz
Mary Kate File
Dr. Andrew Greenwood
Kurtis Heinrich and Ethan Massey
Peter and Jessika Hensel
Jacob Hinton
Roisin Hughes
Cynthia Johnson
Rachel and Michael Jones
Ron and Ila Klemm
Josie Kopff
Douglas and Joan Kouba
Richard and Gaylene LaBore
James and Ann Lindemann
Maggie Lowe
Deane Looney
Stephen and Margaret Mager
Matt and Jill McEuen
Grant and Stephanie McSwain
Jane and Robert Miller
Shawn and Alison Neace
Michael and Susan Niederer
Ryan and Melissa Payton

Alayne Smith
Harley Smith and Veronica Hilyard
Marjorie Smith
A. Dennis Sparger
Darwin Tanguilig and Richard Burk
Jim and Anne von der Heydt
Stephanie and Robert Will

IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM B. HEYNE
Kevin Heyne

IN MEMORY OF KAY LOONEY
CBIZ Network Solutions

IN MEMORY OF RON MOEN
Janet Moen 
Alayne Smith

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT OGRODNIK
Alayne Smith

IN MEMORY OF HELENE SPARGER
Mark and Lenora Dykewicz
William and Janice Forsyth
Ed and Elsie Long
Stephen and Margaret Mager
Nicole McCollough
Doug and Cindy Murdoch
Thomas and Jan Parkes
The Sparger Family

IN MEMORY OF REV. GREG SMITH
Eugene Carter
William and Jane Doub
Stephanie Eshelman
James and Mary Ann Lemonds
Melissa and Ryan Payton
Al and Dana Peterfeso
Alayne Smith
Steve and Sandy Siepman

IN MEMORY OF

Contributions

Donations listed have been made from November 17, 2024 -  November 17, 2025
Thank you to our generous supporters.



Hear interviews with local artists,
listen to live symphony and opera
performances, learn about
upcoming arts events in the region,
explore the world through
Musical Ancestries , and unwind
with the world’s greatest music.

Streaming live at classic1073.org
107.3 FM | 96.3 HD2
Download the Classic 107.3 app

TM

Tune In For:
The Slatkin Shuffle

Saturdays @ 10 p.m. + Sundays @ 3 p.m.
Hosted by Leonard Slatkin

Bach and Beyoncé

Thursdays @ 7 p.m.
Hosted by Maria A. Ellis

Music of Distant Traditions

Sundays @ 2 p.m.
Hosted by John Uhlemann

Download
and explore
our program
schedule



EVENSONG & CAROL SERVICES

2025-2026 SEASON
SUNDAYS AT 5:00 PM

October 5

October 19

November 2

 November 6 | 6:30 PM

November 16

December 7

December 21

Solemn Choral Evensong*

Choral Evensong

Solemn Choral Evensong for The Solemnity of All Saints*

Solemn Choral Evensong (The Living Church Conference)*

Choral Evensong

Candlelight Advent Lessons and Carols

A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
(Prelude music begins at 4:40 PM)

January 4

January 18

February 1

February 15

March 1

March 15

March 29

April 19

May 3

May 17

June 7

Choral Evensong for The Epiphany

Choral Evensong

Choral Evensong

Choral Evensong

Lenten Choral Evensong at Saint Louis Abbey

Solemn Lenten Choral Evensong*

Solemn Choral Evensong for Palm Sunday*

Choral Evensong for Eastertide

Eastertide Vespers sung by the monks of Saint Louis Abbey

Choral Evensong for Eastertide

Solemn Choral Evensong for Corpus Christi*

*Hypo-allergenic incense will be used.
Most of these services are followed by a wine and cheese reception.

THE CHURCH OF 
ST. MICHAEL & ST. GEORGE

6345 Wydown Blvd St. Louis, MO 63105              www.csmsg.org             314-721-1502

CHORISTERS PROGRAM

CSMSG is delighted to offer a Choristers program to children in 2  Grade and

above. Children will provide service music once a month on Sunday morning at 10

AM. Participation is free. Choristers rehearse Wednesdays from 4:15-5:15 PM.

Contact Joseph Arndt for details: jarndt@csmsg.org.

nd







At Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF), 
we are committed to supporting Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) ministries and 
church workers. With more than 45 years under 
our belt and a passion for assisting individuals, 
congregations, schools and organizations, we 
provide comprehensive solutions and support 
that you may need.

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF Investments 
are not FDIC insured, are not a federally insured savings or deposit 
account or insured by any state or federal agency. This is not an offer 
to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its 
securities only in states where authoarized. The offer is made solely by 
LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering 
Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. 

lcef.org | 800-843-5233

Connect with Us
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We are proud to support

The Bach Society of
Saint Louis

and its mission to enrich our communit�

through exceptiona� chora� performances

and musica� education.

PROUDLY SERVING THE LEGAL NEEDS

OF THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY 

FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY

lewisrice.com



 


